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The lllusion of Free Will
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Said R. Nahman b. Isaac: “This world is not like the future world. [In] this world
[His name] is written with a 0™ and read as 1”%, but in the future world it shall all
be one: it shall be written with n” and read as n" (Pesachim 50a)
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1 Everything is in the hand of heaven, except for cold and heat, as it says: “Chills and fever (literally:
troops and snares) are in the way of the perverse; he who preserves his soul will distance himself
from them. (Mishlei 22:5).
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R. Assi said in the name of R. Yohanan... Scripture says: “And Moses
commanded them, saying: 'At the end of every seven years, in the set time of the
year of release, in the feast of sukkot” (Devorim 31:10). Why is the shemitah year
mentioned here? The feast of sukkot is already the eighth year? It is in order to
intimate to us that if produce has grown a third in the seventh year before Rosh
Hashanah, the rules of the seventh year are to be applied to it in the eighth year.
(Rosh Hashanah 12b)
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