T01

D0OVN ,2PY? N 190

You [Moshe] must say to Pharaoh, “This is what G-d says: Israel is My son, My firstborn
(Shemos 4:22).

It once happened that R. Eleazar the son of R. Simeon was coming from Migdal Gedor, from
the house of his teacher, and he was riding his donkey by the river and he felt a great
happiness and full of himself because he had studied a lot of Torah. A particularly ugly man
happened upon him and said to him, “Peace be upon you, Rebbi,” and he [R. Eleazar) did not
respond.

He said to him, “Good for nothing! How ugly this man is! Are all the people of your city as
ugly as you are?”

The man said: “I do not know, but go and tell the Artisan who made me, how ugly is the
vessel which you have made.”

When he [R. Eleazar] acknowledged, in his gut, that he had done wrong he got down from
his donkey and prostrated himself before the man and said to him, “I submit myself to you;
forgive me.”

He said to him: “I will not forgive you until you go to the Artisan that created me and tell
him: How ugly is the vessel that you created.” (Ta’anit 20a,b)

& * *

[Rabbah bar bar Chanah said]: Chachamim pass on (the true pronunciation of) Hashem's
four letter name to their talmidim and children once every seven years. Some say, they do
so twice every seven years. Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said: It is more reasonable to say once
every seven years - "this is My name /'olam (forever)" is written missing a 'vov', so we may
read it le'alem (to conceal). Rava planned to reveal the name in his class. An elder remarked
“it is written like le'alem.” R. Avina contrasted two verses: One verse says "this is My name"
and another verse says "this is My remembrance"!* The Holy One said, “My Name is not
pronounced like it is written. It is written with Yud-Kei, but it is pronounced like Aleph-
Dalet.” (Kiddushin 71a)

R. Akiva went and found R. Yehoshua in great distress. He said to him, “Master, why are you
in distress?” He replied: Akiva, it were better for a man to be on a sick-bed for twelve
months than that such an injunction should be laid on him” (to travel on Yom Kippur). He
said to him, “[Master,] will you allow me to tell you something which you yourself have
taught me?” He said to him, “Speak.” He then said to him: “The text says, ‘you’, ‘you’, ‘you’,
three times,? to indicate that ‘you’ [may fix the festivals] even if you err inadvertently, ‘you’,
even if you err deliberately, ‘you’, even if you are misled.” He replied to him in these words:
“Akiva, you have comforted me, you have comforted me.” (Rosh Hashanah 25a)
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Points:

e Yichus (lineage) e Semicha
e Adam’ssin e Aveira

e Tekufot (strengths) e Bechira
e Y-H-V-H e Birur
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