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Quotes—Michel Foucault

1) It's my hypothesis that the individual is not a pre-given entity which is seized on by
the exercise of power. The individual, with hisidentity and characteristics, isthe
product of arelation of power exercised over bodies, multiplicities, movements,
desires, forces,|

2) Power is not something that is acquired, seized, or shared, something that one holds
onto or alowsto dip away; power is exercised from innumerable points, in the
interplay of nonegalitarian and mobilerelations.

3) Power isnot an institution, and not a structure; neither isit a certain strength we are
endowed with; it is the name that one attributes to a complex strategical situation in a
particular society.

4) Initsfunction, the power to punish is not essentially different from that of curing
or educating.

5) Humanity does not gradualy progress from combat to combat until it arrives at
universal reciprocity, where the rule of law finally replaces warfare; humanity installs
each of itsviolences in a system of rules and thus proceeds from domination to
domination.

6) Prison continues, on those who are entrusted to it, awork begun elsewhere, which
the whole of society pursues on each individual through innumerable mechanisms of
discipline.

7) The soul is the prison of the body.|

8) Thereis no power relation without the correlative constitution of afield of
knowledge, nor any knowledge that does not presuppose and constitute at the same
time power relations,

__ -1 Comment: Sidebar quotes are taken

from book about Foucault, which
complement the primary quotes.

- Comment: Foucault, however,

harboured the view that the true exercise
of power was far more complex than this.
It was more of a network of relationships
than asimple vertical relationship within
ahierarchy. Theindividuals who
constitute society may sense that their
lives are being regulated by avariety of
institutions and social pressures, but in
reality such forces are very difficult to
define or to specify.

- Comment: Foucault went on to show

that “disciplines” (groups of objects,
methods and propositions of truth)
control discourses and determine what
can and what cannot be said. These “rules
of exclusion” establish who can speak
with authority as well asthe “principles
of classification, ordering and
distribution” (Foucault 1970: 216, 220,
222). Religious, judicia and political
discourses, for example, function
according to specific rituals and roles,
they determine what is valid and invalid,
heretica and unorthodox.

Comment: The purpose of training was

"| not to educate people, or to render them

capable of autonomous, critical thought.
On the contrary, it was to make them
capable of adhering automatically and
without thinking to the defined norms of
society. Foucault sums up the modern
gpproach to discipline by saying that it
aims at producing ‘docile bodies': bodies
that not only do what we want but do it
precisely in the way that we want.

| Comment: |deas are never neutral but

inspired according to institutiona
investments of power. The main
contribution he makes to the philosophy
of religion is providing acritical
apparatus for knowledge. His historical
location of concepts and his
understanding of the deployment of ideas
within different orders of institutional
power revea the specific investmentsin
forms of knowledge.




9) Thereal palitical task in asociety such asoursiis to criticize the workings of
ingtitutions that appear to be both neutral and independent, to criticize and attack them
in such amanner that the political violence that has always exercised itself obscurely

through them will be unmasked, so that one can fight against them.\

10) ...if you are not like everybody else, then you are abnormal, if you are abnormal,
then you are sick. These three categories, not being like everybody else, not being
normal and being sick are in fact very different but have been reduced to the same

thing.

11) A law which excludes all diaectic and al reconciliation; which establishes,
consequently, both the flawless unity of knowledge and the uncompromising division
of tragic existence; it rules over aworld without twilight, which knows no effusion,
nor the attenuated cares of lyricism; everything must be either waking or dream, truth

or darkness, the light of being or the nothingness of shadow.{

12) Where there is power, there is resistance.

8.
9.

10. Who are “they”?

* * *

Questions
How do these concepts apply to the Orthodox world?
How do they apply to the concept of Da’ at Torah?
What are the invisible “ statements” that define the religious world?
Where did these “ statements” come from?
What is the transgressive and marginalized in the religious world?

How has discipline moved internally, since the breakdown of the Jewish
monarchy?

What does this have to do with fear of G-d?
Does Orthodoxy create “docile bodies’ or “souls’?

Could Orthodox Judaism have a transparent society?

| Comment: Genealogical critique will

avoid the genetic fallacy aslong asitis
directed at efforts to support established
authorities on the basis of their origin.
This understanding of genealogy is
implicit in Foucault’s claim that it reveals
the contingency of that which was said to
be necessary. Here necessity (dueto
divinewill, human nature, or
transcendental conditions of possibility)
isthe genera category under which fall
all effortsto justify practices and
institutions in terms of their privileged
origin.

- Comment: Thisidea of knowledge-as-

error is aspecific and effective
counterpart to Foucault’s earlier embrace
of the transgressive experiences of the
mad (and, more generally, of avant-garde
art). Error isitself akind of transgression,
aviolation of the boundaries set by our
conceptua environment. It is alocalized
and mundane version of the cosmic
lightning flashes of madness...
Marginality is the political counterpart of
what we encountered earlier, in an
epistemological context, as error.
Politicaly, of course, error must be
understood not only as the falsity of a
proposition but aso, non-linguisticaly, as
inappropriate behaviour or misguided
vaues. Foucaultian politics, as | am
understanding it, is the effort to alow the
‘errors’ that marginalize a group to
interact creatively with the ‘truths’ of the
mainstream society. To the extent that if
the effort succeeds, the marginal group
will no longer be a specific object of
domination, and society as a whole will
be transformed and enriched by what it
had previously rejected as errors.

dl statements are conditioned by
institutional determinants and their ‘field
of use'. Foucault’s entire work examines
these ‘statements’ in order to suspend the
apriori assumptions of knowledge and
uncover the laws that govern our
knowledge. In this sense, archaeology is
an attempt to describe the function of
discourses or the ‘discursive practice’,
which Foucault defines as ‘abody of
anonymous, historical rules, always
determined in the time and space that
have defined a given period’.

- [ Comment: They are “we.”
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! For the full article, see here: http://www.hidabroot.org/ARDetail.asp?Blogl D=9269
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